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Sustainability

at the Fitchburg Public Library

When designing and constructing the building, sustainability
was a major concern. This means that the building was
planned and built with future generations in mind, by con-
serving resources, limiting pollution and waste, and encourag-
ing local sustainable growth.

Use this guide to see how the building accomplished these
goals. You will see examples of materials, design elements and
operating practices throughout the building that exemplify
sustainable behavior. You are encouraged to use any of these
techniques to inform your own sustainable behaviors.
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7. High Efficiency Fixtures

The toilets, urinals and sinks in the restrooms are high efficiency
fixtures. These simple measures and others reduce water con-
sumption for fixtures by 40% compared to using conventional fix-
tures.

8. View of Pervious Asphalt

The parking spaces on Research Park Dr. are made with pervious
asphalt. This material allows water to percolate down into the
ground instead of running off directly to the street sewers. The
spaces are also angled to take up less space. Check out this view
during a storm to see it in action!

9. Daylighting Controls 6
These windows have shades on the outside that block the sun
when it is high in the sky in the summer but allow the sun to come
in when it is low in the sky during the winter. This helps to reduce
heating and lighting costs.

10. Concrete Deck Floors

By using concrete deck floors instead of steel joist floors, heat
gained during the day from sunlight is released to rooms more
slowly and helps keep the building warmer at night.

11. View of Electric Vehicle Charging Station

This electric vehicle charging station, donated by Madison Gas and
Electric, allows visitors and employees with hybrid or electric vehi-
cles to charge their cars. Multiple cars can be charged at once.

12. View of City Hall Solar Installations

Though not part of the Library project, this spot is one of the best
views of the solar installations on City Hall. There are 12 solar ther-
mal panels, which are upright. These panels help to heat hot water
for the building and reduce the use of natural gas. Below those
panels, flat on the roof, are 64 solar PV (photo-voltaic) panels that
produce electricity.




